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The Warnervale Wildcats international program continued during the school holidays with a visit by our 
friends from Wellington in New Zealand. The Hutt Old Boys Marist (HOBM) traveled to Australia with 
their under 11 and 12 teams and played matches at Warnervale Oval on Sunday 6th of July 2008. 
 
A huge thank you to Jim Bilton for all the time he spent on the phone and email with HOBM to arrange 
such a wonderful experience for our boys. Also, a big thank you to all parents who helped on the day. 
This is the part of Rugby culture that everyone should experience and our club will continue to foster 
and encourage these types of games for the benefit and development of our kids. 
 
Everyone who attended on the day came away with glowing reports and all agreed that we should 
return the favor and travel to Wellington soon. 
 
Please enjoy the following match reports and a few photos from the day. 
 

John McNamara 
President 
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In October / November 2007 I was contacted by Graham Wilkins from the Hutt Old Boys Marist JRC 
inquiring whether the Wildcats would be interested in hosting games for their touring U11 & U12 teams 
on Sunday 6th July 2008 as their club holds an Australian development tour every two years for these 
two age groups – something for our club to consider as we develop.   

I jumped at the idea as I believe this is one of the truly great aspects of playing rugby, being able to 
develop our boys and broaden their horizons through the exposure to playing teams from different rugby 
cultures and backgrounds.  HOBM had toured here in 2004 and were hosted by the Wildcats however 
due to weather and field issues could not play here in 2006.  We quickly locked in this year’s fixture. 

I don’t believe we could have had a better day, the weather, the quality of rugby, the abundant support 
and assistance by our parents and supporters in the tasks associated with hosting our guests, coupled 
with the outstanding fellowship displayed to them, delivered one of the best days and events that I have 
been involved in with the club.   

After the games, which were split one victory each way, we had the formal presentations in a packed 
clubhouse.  Our guests were ecstatic with the presentation of a Wildcat training t-shirt to each of their 
players, together with a best forward, best back and player’s player award and mementos for their tour 
officials and their club.  After the presentations we had a bbq for the boys and sit down meal for the 
touring officials and parents.  

We then settled into what rugby is all about, the kids went out onto the oval for a rematch of touch footy 
and the coaches, officials and parents enjoyed some liquid refreshment and ‘picked’ each others brains 
on all the differing aspects of how rugby is played and administrated in the two countries.  The 
discussion was worthwhile and informative in which both camps took ideas out of the day to try as well 
as forging friendships and more importantly a commitment to hosting their 2010 touring teams with a 
possibility of our current U12 & U13 teams touring the shaky isles in 2009. 

I would like to wholeheartedly thank our coaches, managers, parents and supporters for pulling together 
and providing such a wonderful day for our boys and our tourists.  Also a special mention to our two club 
referee’s on the day, Duncan Woods and Kevin McNamara, who delivered two flowing games.  Without 
everyone’s help the day would not have been such an outstanding success.  Our visitors left, a lot later 
than they anticipated, having had a memorable day.  

You will be pleased to hear that I have received an email from Graham Wilkins after they arrived home 
thanking us for our contribution to their tour.  As you would expect they arrived home to cold weather, 
pouring rain and muddy water logged fields – they couldn’t be happier. 

HOBM have a 2008 Australian tour website where our fixture and many game photographs appear, the 
site link is: http://rugby.aquilatech.co.nz/ Click on the Day 3 icon on the left hand side and it’s all 
there. 

Again, thanks to everyone who contributed to the day, the bar was set at a high standard. 

 

Jim Bilton 
Rugby Operations Manager 
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What a fantastic way to start the holidays. Our boys witnessed first hand the fearsome “Haka”. HOBM 
are a very well drilled team with great defence. Our only try of the day was scored by Robbie Peden to 
the cheers of the crowd. 
 
HOBM voted our best forward as Peter Lennon, and our best back as Robbie Peden. 
 
Following the game both teams celebrated with a BBQ lunch, touch footy, singing and socializing. 
 
This will be a day long remembered by both teams. 
 
Thanks to the great parents who helped on the day. 
 
Karen Lennon, Manager 
Chris Head, Coach 
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The game against the HOBM JRC finally arrived on Sunday 6th July. We had a great turnout of players, 
parents and supporters early on in the day ensuring our home oval was ready and organised to host this 
rather unique event. By the time the bus arrived with our opposition, our players could hardly contain 
themselves. 
 
There were no surprises for the lads as a few big Polynesian blokes stepped out of the coach and 
onto our oval, confirming what we had pre-empted - we were in for a battle! We were then informed of 
the opposition U/11 side's intention to formalise the challenge in their traditional "haka". The reality of 
hosting a touring side was clearly evident. We were only able to watch the U/11s game for a limited 
period before we set off to warm up and focus on our challenge that lay ahead. 



   

  

 
 As expected, our side was also greeted by an awesome display of the "haka", before we heard the 
whistle blow for the challenge to begin. The game started at a cracking pace, and it was obvious that the 
opposition forwards were very dominant at the loose ball and had the ascendancy on the pick-and-drive. 
They scored first through their forwards in the very early stages, ruffling the feather's of the Warnervale 
coaches. Fortunately, we settled down and it was not long before we managed to cross the line through 
some great backline play. The remainder of the first half and mid-way through the second half resulted in 
an even exchange of tries. However, towards the latter part of the second half, the glorious weather and 
the obvious temperature rise impacted on the tourist’s rate of play.  
 
At last we had a comfortable lead after a great kick-and-chase by the backs which resulted in a 
converted try. Perhaps as a result of this lead and the plentiful amount of substitutions/interchange, we 
let the opposition in during the dying moments of the game. The net result was a fairly evenly contested 
game with both sides scoring four tries a piece, but we managed three conversions to their solitary effort. 
In the end it was a great 26-22 victory for the Wildcats.  
 
Both sides played with great spirit and pride, and I believe benefited immensely from the opportunity. We 
were fortunate enough to bolster our side with a few experienced players, proving vital up front, out wide 
and as a last line of defense. Hopefully their superior skill level and experience will "rub-off" on our 
regular side. 
 
Thank you to HOBM JRC for the awesome opportunity of competing against a foreign rugby club. Thank 
you to our entire Warnervale Wildcat family for a fantastic day in every aspect! 
  
Regards, 
  
Wade and Warwick 

 
 

WEBSITE 
 
Don’t forget to visit our website for the latest information from the Wildcats. Our website address is: 
 
http://www.warnervalewildcats.com.au 
 
You will see links to the Wildcat’s Cricket, Netball and Touch Football clubs.  
 

CLUB GEAR  
 
Club Supporters gear is now available. We have Umbrellas, Polo Shirts, Tracksuits, lady’s jumpers etc. 
Please ask at the canteen or see Glenda Bilton or Karen McNamara. 



   

  

 
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 



   

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


